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MR. CORINBLIT: This is the beginning of the interview with Judge Harry Pregerson, and Bill 
Levine and I have agreed to coordinate it as best we can. 

Now, you better play it back and make sure it works because nine times out of ten, this equipment. 

JUDGE: And you were explaining? 

MR. CORINBLIT: What I was explaining was that this program has been -- for an oral history 
has been in effect three or four years, and my understanding of it is that it's intended as history. It 
turns out that all of careers, yours and Bill's and mine, we all have -- we're now historical facts -- 

JUDGE: Historical relics. 

MR. CORINBLIT: -- historical relics, and as history is told, you got to know who you're talking 
to, background, family, life history, education, and those things that happen from time to time that 
played a role in what we're talking about. I've got a -- there's a lengthy line of suggested material 
that we ought to cover, and I thought we'd just start out working with it, and then see where it takes 
us. 

JUDGE: Sure. 

MR. CORINBLIT: As far as -- there are some -- ultimately some papers that have -- are 
supposed to be signed which provide authorization for the material to be kept in a -- in a place 
where at some time in the future people get a chance to look at it. It's intended to be transcribed, 
but you're going to look over this so that you make sure it's what ought to be in there. Okay. 

JUDGE: All I can say is anyone who's foolish enough to want to read it can be my guest. 

MR. LEVINE: Well, you've got two very hostile interviewers.  

JUDGE: Okay. 
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MR. CORINBLIT: Right. 

MR. LEVINE: It's kind of like Meet the Press.  

JUDGE: I'll be on guard. 

MR. LEVINE: Be on guard. 

You know, I think -- you got that whole thing. Since so much -- this is my sense of Harry 
Pregerson. So much of what he has done as a judge really rolls from who he was, where he lived, 
his parents that it would -- might be good to really start at that kind of beginning. 

MR. CORINBLIT: That's where I intended to start. 

MR. LEVINE: Good. Okay. Let's -- and -- and we do have your resume. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Right. 

MR. LEVINE: And so -- and Jack has it and I have it, and –  

MR. CORINBLIT: Judge, you were born on October 13, 1923 in Los Angeles. Where -- where -
- 

JUDGE: To the best of my recollection. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Where was that in Los Angeles?  

JUDGE: It was a little hospital called Casper Cohen Hospital on Whittier near Ditman Street, and 
the Casper Cohen Hospital was founded by Casper Cohen. Do you know who Casper Cohen is? 

MR. LEVINE: That's -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Remind me. 

MR. LEVINE: In Jewish History in L.A.  

JUDGE: Jewish history in L.A. 

MR. LEVINE: He was very important.  

JUDGE: Very important man? 

MR. LEVINE: Did he have a store? 

JUDGE: No, no. Casper Cohen was a -- a merchant –  

MR. LEVINE: Merchant. 
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JUDGE: -- in downtown Los Angeles. I think he was in -- in leather because a lot of Jewish 
people were in leather. Our family from Russia were tanners because it was good clean work, you 
know -- 

MR. LEVINE: Sure. 

JUDGE: -- no one else wanted to do. And my understanding is that the banks were very 
reluctant to make loans to Jewish business people in Los Angeles even though Jewish business 
people had been here since, you know, the 1840's. So he founded a bank and -- 

MR. LEVINE: Did that become The Union Bank? 

JUDGE: That became The Union Bank, and so he was I suppose the benefactor of Casper 
Cohen Hospital which I could be wrong about this but then I think it moved near Bred Street and -- 

MR. LEVINE: That's where the synagogue was. 

JUDGE: -- where the synagogue is, and the building now is a homeless shelter that was put 
together and operated by Sid Ermiss. I forget the name of the shelter but it's named after one of 
his very dear friends. And then when it moved there, it became I think Mt. Sinai but I'm not sure or 
Cedars of Lebanon. Then from -- from that place it moved to Fountain Avenue, and then from 
Fountain it moved to Cedars Sinai where it is now so it was either a three-step or a four-step 
process. 

MR. LEVINE: It's kind of beautifully ironic that it became a home for the homeless. 

JUDGE: I'm not sure.  

MR. LEVINE: Well, okay. 

JUDGE: You know, you -- when I was a youngster, I walked all the streets in East Los 
Angeles, so I knew almost every building and every house because you didn't have cars then, and 
somewhere in my mind, I saw this building that I believed was the hospital, and then when I saw 
Sid Ermiss's homeless shelter, I said, "It looks just like the hospital," and I think he nodded but, 
you know, it could all be apocryphal. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Sure. 

JUDGE: But that's -- that's the way I -- I remember but I could be wrong. 

MR. CORINBLIT: You -- you were born here. Was your -- were you friends both born here? 

JUDGE: No, my -- my parents were not born here. My father was born in the Ukraine in a 
village called Cosrillo, and he came here about 1904, he was an orphan, and he landed at -- in 
Boston. 
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Then he worked for the Four Rivers Shipyards, Quincy, Massachusetts, and then he went back to 
Cosrillo and then returned, and I don't have the dates, but he probably got back here about 1910, 
1912. I think he only spent six months. And he just worked in various places, ended up working in 
Chicago for a cigar company. He used to roll cigars. And then the war came. And he was about 28, 
29, he was not married, and he was drafted in the American Army. 

MR. CORINBLIT: During the first World War. 

JUDGE: During the first World War. He served in the Fourth Infantry, the third Army division, 
and was in the St. Naheal Neuse Argon Campaigns, and he was badly wounded in the -- in the 
Neuse Argon October 13th, which happened to be my birthday, too, so my father had two shocks, 
you know, on that day, in 1918 and he got back to this country, oh, I think it was around April of 
1919, and then in those days they had a very limited GI bill under what was then called the 
Veterans Bureau. It was not the Veterans Administration, it was the Veterans Bureau. So they 
tested him and they sent him to Los Angeles where he went to UCLA which was on Vermont 
Street to study to be an accountant. And he 

-- he was there for two years. It was called University of California, Southern Branch. It's now Los 
Angeles City College in Vermont Street. That was the first campus down here. 

And my father's family history is, you know, very interesting. I didn't find out about it. Bill met my 
cousin in Israel, didn't you, **Sovarei. 

MR. LEVINE: Oh, yes. 

JUDGE: The old man. Yeah. 

MR. LEVINE: Not only that but this is -- we're talking about it, Harry and Vern and I were together 
on a trip to Israel which really was Harry's trip, he selected people he thought could stand to learn 
more Israel. 

JUDGE: Or to be with me. 

MR. LEVINE: Or to be with -- it was a wonderful group. And the Pregersons and Bill Levine tried 
very carefully not to look as though we were an organized team because the group was smart 
enough to be very suspicious. But there was one night we were at a kibbutz -- 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. 

MR. LEVINE: -- and we divided up and suddenly there was Bernadine and there was Harry and 
there was myself, and we went to various homes, and met the guy who was kind of the elder -- 

JUDGE: Lebanon was his -- 

MR. LEVINE: -- yeah, of the -- of the kibbutz and he had a lot of history of the kibbutz. But at 
some point it became clear that he had been stationed in -- in Russia. It become clear that 
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-- probably clear that he was really part of the Argon? 

JUDGE: Whatever it was. 

MR. LEVINE: Whatever, and Harry out of nowhere said something did you ever meet my cousins 
-- 

JUDGE: Well, I -- he said that he was the agricultural attache to the Israelian Embassy in 
Moscow, so I said, "Well, I have a cousin there. His name was --" and is, he's still alive, "General 
Abidar. Did you know him?"  

He said, "I worked for him." He said, "My job was to go around and visit the Jewish communities 
and see what was happening," and then he looked at me and he said, "Pregerson, Pregerson, are 
you --" and I said, "Yeah, yeah." 

Well, it turned out it was a Pregerson family in Moscow, there was also one in Minsk, and Sve 
Pregerson of Linden, Moscow was the first cousin to the Israeli general who was now the 
ambassador from Israel to the USSR, see. And -- and Sve Pregerson and his son Benjamin who 
now is in Bershiva, he runs a plant called Negaphosphates, they were both -- well, the father and 
then later the son were professors in engineering in mining at Moscow University, and the father, 
Sve -- Sve means Harry, see -- so he was named after my dead grandfather. Of course, my father 
didn't know that someone in -- in -- in the Ukraine had named their son after -- after his father. 

MR. CORINBLIT: His father. 

JUDGE: So -- but he was -- he was a great inventor, and he was a hero in the Soviet Union. 
He developed all sorts of ways to produce coal, cheaply, see. 

MR. LEVINE: Yeah, but that -- that night we talked about a cousin who was a poet. 

JUDGE: That's the one. 

MR. LEVINE: That's the one. 

JUDGE: He's the poet, too. So he was not only a great engineer but he was a poet, and 
he wrote poems under a pseudo- name, see? And -- in Hebrew, and he also taught Hebrew 
underground, you know, in his home. So Stalin caught him. And then he went to -- to a prison 
camp for five or six years, and when Stalin died and Krushev came to power, Krushev let him out, 
see? He was a sick man then, and when Krushev let him out to go back to teach, that was the 
time his -- his cousin who's -- who's -- you know, exactly relationship escapes me -- his cousin 
Avidar was then the ambassador, so you have one cousin coming out of prison, the other cousin is 
the ambassador. 

MR. LEVINE: Yeah, but the thing that night that I remember -- 

JUDGE: Yeah. 
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MR. LEVINE: -- was when he said he was the one who –  

JUDGE: Smuggled the poems. 

MR. LEVINE: -- smuggled the poems, and Harry and Bern and I just -- 

JUDGE: Couldn't believe it. 

MR. LEVINE: -- kind of collapsed.  

JUDGE: -- couldn't believe it. 

MR. LEVINE: I -- you know, I wanted to cry.  

JUDGE: Yeah, he was the one -- 

MR. LEVINE: One of the most emotional –  

JUDGE: I have -- I have -- yeah. 

MR. LEVINE: -- 30 seconds of my own life.  

JUDGE: It was a real surprise. 

MR. CORINBLIT: The poems you're referring to which were poems? 

JUDGE: The Hebrew, the Hebrew poems.  

MR. LEVINE: This guy had smuggled -- 

JUDGE: All the manuscripts out, so I guess my -- my -- I suppose Avidar gave Lebanon was 
his name -- we'll think of his name, it was Jeremiah or -- he -- he had the job of smuggling all these 
manuscripts out of the Soviet Union, and they were poems, they were books, they were stories 
and they're being published in Israel today, and he's considered to be, and I have all the -- the 
books and translations up here, he's considered to be one of the great writers of the Theasbra. But 
-- 

MR. LEVINE: Excuse me. Let's check, make sure it's working. 

JUDGE: That was very exciting because -- and he said -- you remember this? -- he said, 
"You know, I'm in charge here." He said, "I'm the one who decided who went with which families," 
and he said, "So I saw this name," he said, "but it didn't register with me but I thought, 'Well, I'll 
have them, you know, come.'" Bill and I and Bern. So something was working in his subconscious 
mind, and it was just like, you know, here he was, here's the guy that he not only got the 
manuscripts out, he got the ashes out because Sve died and was cremated, but he got out Sve's 
wife, Leah, who went to Israel, his son Benjamin, his two daughters, and the whole group of family 
from Moscow in Minsk, and they live in Israel today. 
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MR. LEVINE: Harry, back to your birth. Were you the first child? 

JUDGE: Yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: But your -- you lost a lot of family in -- in Russia. Some went -- some 
survived and went to -- came to Israel? 

JUDGE: Well, you see, Jack, when I grew up I never had a -- a first cousin, and my father 
came here, he was very young, he was 14; my mother came when maybe she was 19. They met 
here in Los Angeles.  So my dad never really knew what happened to the rest of the family. 

He had a cousin in Detroit named Aaron Pregerson and -- who came here about maybe 1910 and 
then he had another cousin, a rabbi in New York by the name of Haime Bic who came in '25, and 
Haime Bic was a rabbi in Mesabush. You know where Mesabush is? That's where the Bal 
Shantoff, you know, it was the center of the Hasidic movement, the Bal Shantoff is buried in 
Mesabush. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Mesabush is in what –  

JUDGE: It's in the Ukraine. 

MR. CORINBLIT: In the Ukraine. 

JUDGE: It's all -- they're all around, Cosrillo, Mesabush, Berdicha, Rushian, that's where my 
mother came from. They're within maybe a 30-kilometer -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Near Minsk or Kiev or -- or -- 

JUDGE: Oh, they're -- they're about 200 and -- I don't know, maybe 200 kilometers 
southwest of Kiev. You have to go quite a ways. I went there myself. It's -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: How is it your father came over by himself at a young age? 

JUDGE: Well, he was an orphan, and I think he was sort of a rebellious kid. I really, you 
know, and he just decided to come. 

He -- they had a big family, and from what I understand they were well off. 

His grandfather owned tanneries and other factories in town, and then when he got older, he 
divided his property among his living remaining sons and one daughter, and then he went to Safat, 
you know, in Israel -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yeah. 

JUDGE: -- and he -- and he -- and he died there. 

MR. CORINBLIT: What -- what was the history of your mother's coming to the United States? 
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JUDGE: My mother -- my mother came here before the first World War and she came with 
some relatives. Her parents and her brother and sister remained in this little town near Odessa. 

That's not -- Rusia, they're not really by Odessa. It's like saying, you know I'm from Los Angeles 
but you're from Simi Valley, you know. 

And -- so she came as a young girl and she lived in Philadelphia and worked in the -- in the sweat 
shops there, joined the International Lady Garment Workers Union, worked for like $3.00 a week 
and three or four young girls would sleep in the same bed. You probably heard me say this -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, of course. 

JUDGE: -- you know, and so life was very hard, and she was ill during that terrible flu 
epidemic. We lost -- I'm reading Harry Truman's biography. We lost three or four times the number 
of people here from the flu that we lost in France, and so then my mother -- my mother always told 
me, one time she said the hardest thing she had to do in America was to work on the Sabbath. 

MR. CORINBLIT: You were at Bill -- you were the oldest, oldest of the children? 

JUDGE: Oldest, yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: And you had -- where are your siblings? 

JUDGE: Well, I have a sister by the name of Diane and she's a few years younger than I am, 
and then my brother Jim who is nine years younger than I am. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Did you -- you go to -- you went to school on the eastside? 

JUDGE: I went to school on the eastside. 

MR. CORINBLIT: To elementary and grammar and -- and –  

JUDGE: Elementary, yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: -- and -- and high school.  

JUDGE: And high school. I went to -- 

MR. LEVINE: Harry, you've taken all your clerks I believe to Boyle Heights, that's a requirement. 

JUDGE: I like to show them to -- 

MR. LEVINE: I asked Chris Cameron whether you only did it with Jewish clerks. He said no. 

JUDGE: Oh, no, let them all see it. I -- I took Judge Trott there the other day. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Did you? 
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JUDGE: Oh, yeah. 

MR. LEVINE: But tell us about what Boyle Heights was like as you were growing up. 

JUDGE: Well, to me it was a very vibrant, oh, exciting place. It -- the -- we lived in City View 
Avenue for the first 12 years which is just right at the foot of the County Hospital. 

There's Morengo Street, then there was Judson Street. Now the freeway is there, then there was 
City View Avenue, and Brooklyn Avenue wasn't too far away, and Brooklyn Avenue, there was just 
a bustling place, delicatessens, creameries, bakeries, all the great smells, the markets, the fruits, 
the vegetables. 

MR. LEVINE: Barber shop. 

JUDGE: The barber shops, the poultry stores where the live chickens would run around and, 
you know, and the people that -- my mother would always pick out which one. I used to -- it used 
to bother me lot, they'd examine it and then they'd decide this was the one that would get executed 
in the back room by the shoi, so, but it was a real hustling, bustling place. People moving up and 
down the street and the five and dime and the pool halls and the Bred Street shows around the 
corner. 

MR. LEVINE: It was heavily Jewish but not completely. 

JUDGE: It was heavily Jewish but not completely. There were many Japanese families and -
- and Mexican families and Slabs and Italians. It was heavily Italian, too, and some -- some Irish 
and Armenians, and -- but you could see my picture in the grammar school, I think the grammar 
school I went to was very heavily Hispanic, Bridge Street School which is still there and had such 
illustrious alumni as Art Avilla, a priest by the name of Roberto Vasquez -- no -- yeah. And then 
remember the dentist that used to help Corman in his campaigns? 

MR. LEVINE: Yeah. 

JUDGE: What was his name?  

MR. LEVINE: I don't -- 

JUDGE:  Well, I think Julia Nava may have gone there, too, but I'm not sure about that. But 
the school is still there. I live to drive by once in a while. 

MR. CORINBLIT:  Still -- still operating as a school? 

JUDGE: Oh, still operating school. It's right -- it's north of Brooklyn Avenue and -- and south 
of Brooklyn Avenue is where the White Memorial Hospital is. It's right over there. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Now, your school years were from about I guess 1928 to about 1940. 
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JUDGE: '41. 

MR. CORINBLIT: 1941.  

JUDGE: Yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: So you would have been in -- in school, of course, during -- during the 
Roosevelt administration -- 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: -- and during the -- during the height of the Depression. 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: How did the Depression -- how do you remember the Depression? 

JUDGE: Well, you see, the -- the neighborhood where I grew -- where I grew up was never 
very affluent, and, of course, we didn't know that. I didn't know -- 

MR. LEVINE: But your dad had a steady paycheck. 

JUDGE: He had a steady paycheck. I didn't really know there was anything west of 
Figueroa until I went to UCLA. It's true. I had no idea where Hollywood and Vine was or where 
Beverly Hills was until I roamed through there on my -- on my way to UCLA. 

But my father worked for the post office, and those were not easy jobs to get, and then he became 
a permanent think employee I think about nineteen -- he was substitute for a number of years and 
he was a permanent employee about 1927 or '28. So he always had a job, and he also had a -- a 
disability check from the -- from the government. But we lived, you know, modestly. 

He owned a small duplex, and, then, of course, when the Depression came the value just 
plummeted. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Of course, your -- your mother was at home. 

JUDGE: My mother was at home most of the time but she did go back to work in the late 
'30's, early '40's, but they were -- you know, I -- I remember the Depression times were hard, I 
knew that there were kids in school who went without shoes, whose -- whose fathers weren't 
working. I -- I was aware that, for example, there was a man who was a painter, he had a long 
beard, he looked like Rip Van Winkle, he used to live in a garage on -- on State Street, and, you 
know, I'd go into the cobbler store and -- and watch him fix shoes, but, you know, I -- I didn't really 
-- looking back, I didn't see the poverty and homelessness that we have today. I don't really 
remember seeing much of that. It had to be there but maybe people helped each other more that 
weren't -- I'll not quite sure how big Los Angeles was then but it had to be well under a million -- 
million people and, you -- you -- for example, if you could make a dollar a day working, those were, 
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you know, fair wages. Then -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Your family have a car? 

JUDGE:  We always had a car, and we had a Model T and we had then a Model A that my 
father kept for, I don't know, almost till 1960, but then they -- 

MR. LEVINE:  What -- was the politics? 

JUDGE:  Well, my dad -- my dad -- my dad and mother belonged to the Workingman Circle, 
you know the arbitering. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yeah. 

JUDGE: You know about that?  

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes. 

JUDGE: And so we used to get the Forwards would come to the house, I used to go to 
schul, Jewish school after, I'd go to Menorah Center, but, you know, the politics was basically 
liberal, socialist pro-union, like that, you know, the -- the capitalists were the ones that were 
oppressing the working people, but it wasn't militant but it was there and -- and so the politics were 
basically, you know, pretty liberal politics. 

MR. CORINBLIT: You -- that community -- 

JUDGE:  I used to go to a place called the Debs Pavilion, you know, Eugene Victor Debs, for 
a long time I thought he was the father of our country, you know. 

MR. CORINBLIT: During the -- during the –  

MR. LEVINE: Excuse me. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Go ahead. 

MR. LEVINE:  Are you watching that tape? I had to have this come to the end. 

MR. CORINBLIT: It'll -- it'll pop off. That's got to be -- that had to have been Roosevelt 
territory. 

JUDGE: Oh, Roosevelt territory. At -- at the -- at the synagogue on City Terrace Drive, I 
used to go there, that was the polling place. I'd go there after an election and you'd see all the 
names, and then they'd have the result of the poll would be Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 437 votes. 
Well, Alf Landon, one vote, and everybody'd wonder who voted for him. But the politics were 
very heavily demo- -- the whole area, I don't think I ever knew a Republican while I was growing 
up. 
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MR. LEVINE: How did you get along with these kids, other kids, other backgrounds? 

JUDGE: Well, I think that we all got along very well, very well, and that's one of the things 
that worries me about Los Angeles today is that the people of different backgrounds don't seem to 
be getting along too well, but, you know, a lot of it was due to the schools, and from grammar 
school, junior high school, high school, there was always an emphasis on tolerance, respect for 
others, respect for others' cultural backgrounds, religious beliefs, and this was emphasized. We 
got to get together, we got to work together, and there was -- there was a lot of harmony. Of 
course, there was some disharmony but in -- in my high school we had 52 different ethnic groups, 
believe it or not. Any group you could think of we had. We had a fair number of -- of Black 
youngsters there, we had Asians, we had Turks, we had Greeks, we had Armenians, we had -- 
everyone was there, and the football team reflected the diversity and the student government 
reflected the diversity. But everybody got along and that was very important. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Did you experience any anti-semitism during this -- this period of your 
growing up? 

JUDGE: I did but it was very little, very little. I think the first -- the first experience I had was 
at the playground near City View Avenue, State Street Playground, and my son -- you know, Dean 
is now a park commissioner and he just -- he just cut the ribbon on the new facilities at the 
playground. But I remember standing there once and these kids, I think they were Mexican kids 
but I'm not sure. They asked me, well, like, "Well, are you?" And I thought "who, me?" and I said, 
"Well, I'm a boy." "No, no, no. We want to know whether you're a Jew or not." I said, "Yeah." And 
then they wanted to know why I killed Christ so that startled me, and, you know, I -- that's -- that's 
really about the only incident that I can remember. There may have been others but they didn't 
really make much of an impression on me, you know, going to school in that period because there 
a very strong force in the school to -- for the kids to all get along and -- 

MR. LEVINE: You were president of your class at the high school? Was that a big deal? 

JUDGE: Well, I was president of the Student Body.  

MR. LEVINE: Student Body. 

JUDGE: Yeah. Well, I thought it was at the time. 

MR. LEVINE: Well, I think it was. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Well, I think it was undoubtedly. 

MR. LEVINE: Was it -- did you have a -- a good coalition?  

JUDGE: Well, we had a good coalition. As a of matter -- and -- and there was no planning, 
the way it worked out but I was -- when I was Student Body president, the vice president was 
Jessie Doomis -- he just died -- and he was Black, and then we had for vice presidents we had a 
fellow named Henry Masuda who's Japanese, and then we had a young woman who was 
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Russian, she was the -- I got to look in the annual -- she was the girl's vice president, then the 
secretary was Lupe Saldana, she was Hispanic, and so we had a whole mix of people over there 
but there was no campaigning, you know, "Vote for me because I'm Japanese," or -- I mean, that 
just didn't go on. 

And then when I left, Jessie became president of the Student Body, so I think -- and you know, 
and the -- and the football teams reflected it. You had -- you had Blacks on the team, you had Jews 
on the team, you had Armenians on the team, you had Italians on the team. When I was in high 
school for three years our center was a guy named David Kumatsu who was like a sumo wrestler. 
Nobody could get by him. And I saw him just a couple of years ago, he looks great. 

MR. LEVINE: Harry, both your brother and your sister are lawyers. 

JUDGE: Right. 

MR. LEVINE: Was there some teacher in high school that caused you to begin to think about law? 
When did you first begin to think about being a lawyer? 

JUDGE: Well, I think it all came from my father, see, and -- because he was a very well-read 
man. We had a big library in the house. I mean, we Shakespeare, we had Monpuson, we had 
a big collection of books, Poe, Longfellow. 

MR. LEVINE: Did he read them or did he just get the books? 

JUDGE: Well, he read them, no, he read them because I have his books. He always 
looked up words and then wrote the definitions in Yiddish and in English. When he died he had a 
big collection of -- of Russian Yiddish dictionaries and all kinds of dictionaries. My mother gave 
them to the Westside Jewish Community Center. My sister may have some of the books. But he 
was -- he -- he used to go and listen to Darrow in Chicago, see, and he went to Darrow's office 
one time, so, you know, all of that would come up at the house, and he had Darrow's debates on 
capital punishment and, you know, in those days for entertainment speakers would go on the 
Chitakwa circuits. 

MR. LEVINE: Chitakwa.  

JUDGE: Chitakwa, yeah –  

MR. LEVINE: yeah. 

JUDGE: -- you know, and they'd lecture and so that's the way people got their education. So 
that -- you know, that had to be a -- a very, very big factor. I have a little notebook I did when I was 
in high school about occupations, and one of the people I interviewed was a guy named Harry 
Shar who was I think the only lawyer in the Workingman's Circle group, and he was very highly 
respected and almost like a god as he walked by, see. And turn that off for a second, I want to 
read you something. 
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I reviewed occupa- -- I reviewed being a mechanic, a salesman, and a lawyer, but was very 
interesting was I -- I got the privilege of interviewing Harry Shar, and what you should do to 
prepare for law school, like take courses in public speaking and take courses in English and what 
the law was like, long hours, low pay, you could work hard when you got our of law school, and if 
you made $500 a year that would be very good, and -- and -- oh, and had talks about the tension 
connected with being a lawyer, see, and the difficulty. I mean, I had it -- one time I had a bunch of 
lawyers in a patent case from New York and it was a very tense trial, so I brought them in and I 
showed them the notebook, and I -- they laughed but it -- that -- I -- I know from -- from earliest 
childhood that I knew I was going to go to law school. It was just like there was no other choice, 
and -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: What -- what kind of -- did you work while you were going to school? 

JUDGE: Up through high school?  

MR. CORINBLIT: Part-time job? 

JUDGE: Well, I did part-time work in addition to the chores around the house. I started 
working at Silverwoods, you know, the men's clothing store? 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes, certainly. 

JUDGE: I worked there, they had a contest which I won and so I got a free suit for $25, and 
then they liked me so I worked every Saturday. 

MR. CORINBLIT: As a sales person. 

JUDGE: As a sales person on the third floor, Fifth and Broadway. And then -- 

MR. LEVINE: On commission?  

JUDGE: No. 

MR. LEVINE: No? 

JUDGE: You just made a flat salary, flat salary and I learned how to fold sweaters and shirts 
and put on coats and show them they had big shoulders. And then I worked for the – I worked 
for the May Company for a while. 

Then I worked for the Broadway in Pasadena. That was a good job because that paid like $5.00 a 
day. I was there for a few days and they found out I was Jewish and they fired me. 

MR. CORINBLIT: That was really your first experience.  

JUDGE: That was a real first experience, yeah, and I – and I used to drive by that building 
on the way to -- remember when had our temporary court in the City Hall in Pasadena, and I'd 
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drive by the old Broadway building and I'd feel very good because it was in bankruptcy. 

MR. CORINBLIT: How would you go to work in Pasadena? 

JUDGE: I'd take the red car. I would -- let's see, I would -- from -- well, we moved to City 
Terrace. I would have to take the yellow car downtown and then pick up the Pasadena red 
car and I would go right down Colorado Boulevard, and I also worked at the Boy's Market on Lake 
Street. I drive by there once in a while, too. That isn't there anymore, and -- 

MR. LEVINE: I -- I -- I have a sense -- JUDGE: The red car would take you anywhere. 

MR. LEVINE: Harry, I have a sense looking around your office that your father is looking over 
your shoulder all the time. I -- you've got his picture, you've got his military discharge, you've 
got his post office discharge. 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. Well, yeah, he is, he is. I think about him every day, I -- you 
know, I -- remember Al Matthews? 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes, certainly. 

JUDGE: Yeah, I liked Al a lot. Al -- Al gave me these Mark Twain pictures, and remember 
when my father because you lost your father at an early age, and I met Al at -- at the Redwood 
Room in Van Nuys, just bumped into him and we sat there and talked and he said, "As long as you 
think about him, and you're going to think about him every day, he's still alive." So, oh, I think 
so, I think so. I -- I think about -- about things that he told me, you know, proud of the things he 
accomplished. 

See, in those days when you grew up in East Los Angeles like there were only two fathers who 
worked for the government. 

A guy named Glass whose father was a postman and my father was, too, so these were important 
jobs and, you know, he was an educated man. My father used to hold a -- classrooms in our house 
in our garage. He painted the floor, fixed it up and so I'd go in there with him, I'd have to do 
problems in math because he had all these books from when he went to the university, see, with 
the answer books, too, and I used to have -- my brother went through the same thing and my 
sister would have to learn five new words a day. First word was mastiff, a large English dog, you 
know, and -- and you had to get the definition just right. If you left one article out, then that was -- 
that was not good enough for him. So -- and I'd have to read the Yiddish papers   all the time, 
tested on my penmanship. 

MR. CORINBLIT: What happened to the -- 

JUDGE: And he did it for other kids in the neighborhood, not only for us but he did it for other 
kids in the neighborhood, Jack and Sam and -- and others because I see people even today and 
they want to know, they say, "Is your father still alive?" "No," and he used to stop kids on the 
street, one of them passed away, he was teaching at Pierce, Larry Goldman, and he said, you 
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know, "Here I was, I was 13 years old coming home from high school," and he said, "your father 
stopped me, and he said, 'Have you decided what you're going to -- what your career's going to 
be, what you're going to make of yourself?'" you know, he said, "I never thought about it." 

MR. CORINBLIT: What -- what was it that led to the fact that your father couldn't finish school 
and had to go -- go to work for the post office department? 

JUDGE: Well, he graduated. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, did he graduate.  

MR. LEVINE: It was a two-year school. 

JUDGE: Oh, he graduated. It was a two-year school. Yeah.  

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, oh, I see, I see. 

JUDGE: No, no, he graduated. 

MR. CORINBLIT: But he didn't go on with his career in accounting? 

JUDGE: No, no, no. No he -- 

MR. LEVINE: There was no career. There were no jobs.  

JUDGE: He -- he -- no, no. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Well, that's the question and that's the reason I asked it. 

JUDGE: He graduated. This is his story, all right? He graduated, got a degree in accounting 
from UCLA. It was a two-year course, and, remember, many people never went to college. Pat 
Brown never went to college, went on to law school, people in that age group. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Very striking. 

JUDGE: Very striking. So he -- he -- probably Isaac Pacht never went to -- I think if my 
father had a little direction, he probably would have gone to Loyola Law School or Southwestern, 
you know, or whatever was out there. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Maybe it was the Depression, though, that forced him into -- 

JUDGE: No, but this was right after World War I.  

MR. CORINBLIT: I see. 

JUDGE: I mean, this was -- this is the Roaring '20's.  
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MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, okay. 

JUDGE: No. So but he -- he finished -- he finished that work and then he got -- then he 
went to work as an accountant, and he -- the employer asked him if he would keep two sets of 
books, you know, and my father said, "No, I'm not going to do that," and he concluded I suppose 
the way Joe Kennedy did, he probably had more evidence to go on -- well, drop it there -- but most 
of these businessmen were crooks so he didn't want to have anything to do with them. And then 
he had his Veterans' preference and he applied for a job in -- with the post office. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Was it civil service? 

JUDGE: Civil service, oh, yeah, yeah. And he worked there till nineteen -- here, I'll show you 
-- 1950 -- 

MR. LEVINE: Well, I think it's right there in that -- Harry -- 

JUDGE: Here's a -- here's a picture of him in front of the federal building downtown, see? 
Right there, 1956 is when he retired so he worked there for -- how many years is that? 20 -- 20, 
36 years. 

MR. LEVINE: Harry, Chris Cameron particularly talks about that first interview with you when you 
asked him what his father did, and it bothered the hell out of Chris -- 

JUDGE: Yeah, I know. 

MR. LEVINE: -- because he really didn't like his father. 

His father had kind of left the family –  

JUDGE: I know. That happens. 

MR. LEVINE: -- and Chris thought, "God, this guy is going to judge me by how important my 
father is." And you understood that it -- but you apparently like to know with their clerks where 
they come from, who they are. Why do you think that was important? 

JUDGE: Well, I -- I just -- as you say, I like to know where they come from, who they are, 
and if I get a kid like Chris who's father was a -- 

MR. LEVINE: Painter. 

JUDGE: -- a painter, so it was -- he was a paper-hanger.  

MR. LEVINE: Paper -- that's right. 

JUDGE: Paper-hanger, or -- or even someone who's father like -- 

MR. LEVINE: Jeff Brown's father was a butcher. 
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JUDGE: Was a butcher and -- and Richard Jennings' father was a butcher, so all things 
being equal, I'd rather give a butcher's son a job than I would a banker's son a job, you know, I 
mean if they're all the same. But today when you interview these kids, it's amazing. Most of them 
come from families where both parents are doctors or Ph.D.'s, you know, it's amazing that many of 
them, too, the families are broken up, like the three law clerks I have here, one of them is Hispanic 
and her father was in the Air Force for a while and they got ten kids so they have to be struggling. 
The other one, see, is from a farm family in Indiana, and the third one is at -- -- she -- she's had a 
hard life, she's very good and they're very smart. It's like Holly was here. Holly -- Holly was my 
law clerk, Holly Paul, she's blind, totally blind, can't even -- you know, both eyes are gone, you 
know. It's not that she can even see light or shadows, she lost her sight through diabetes, she 
also has a few fingers missing, she's had to have a kidney transplant. She's a wonderful person to 
be with and she now works for Alice Horwitz you know –  

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, yes. 

JUDGE: Yeah. I have three law clerks over there but, you know, I felt very good about 
having Holly here. I've had kids working here who were quadraplegics. Did very good work. 
Had a football player who -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Well, we'll come back to how -- how someone -- 

MR. LEVINE: Where –  

MR. CORINBLIT: Hold on.  

JUDGE: What? 

MR. CORINBLIT: We'll come back to how someone who's blind -- 

MR. LEVINE: Let me go back -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: can -- can work as a law clerk which will be a fascinating aspect of it. 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. Well, I think they -- they do very good work. 

MR. CORINBLIT: But I'm going -- I was going to ask you this, Judge. You mentioned your 
career. Now, what were the expectations about your sister -- for you sister as you're growing up? 
How -- was there a difference between what was -- what the possibilities for her? 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. Her possibilities were much greater than mine. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Well, I -- 

JUDGE: No, I mean my -- my sister was the apple of my father's eye, and he could mold her 
the way he wanted to, and he had a lot of trouble with me. Don't think I was such a good boy, you 
know. I met a doctor friend in Moscow -- in Moscow and his father and my father were 
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(?)lancemen, and he was telling me about the grief I used to give my father, you know, during the 
war when I was away how he'd come in to see him because he – his -- his route was right off 
Sunset and this guy was a -- a doctor on Sunset, and so I caused him a lot of -- of pain but he 
never said anything to me about it, you know. 

And another strange thing I was thinking about -- the other day about my father, here he -- he 
fought in the trenches of France for 33 days I think it was, and that had to be a terrible, terrible 
experience, and if you're a frontline soldier and you're Jewish, it's a little worse. You know why? 
Because  you understand German, so you have to go crawling at night through no-man's land, 
huh, through the corpses in the mud to listen to what they're saying in those trenches, so they had 
a very hard life and it wasn't -- wasn't easy. But he never said anything to me when I told him I'm 
going in the Marine Corps. He never told said, "You shouldn't do it," you know, "It's dangerous. Do 
you know what you're getting into?" It was like he accepted it, and he really did tell me one thing. 
He said, "When you go over there," he said, "the thing that kept me alive was condensed milk," 
you know, in the cans, so even now I buy condensed milk and I put it in my -- every time I do it I 
think about that. 

But it's -- I've often -- I wish he were here so I could ask him these questions, but -- and then I 
remember when I came home and he wanted to see the wounds on my legs, and they're very 
ugly, you know. I've lost two thirds of my thigh in one leg and before I even had any kind of plastic 
surgery, they cut away the scars and they were -- had not even healed. And I remember the way 
he winced when he saw it, you know. But he had terrible scars on his back a foot long, you know -- 

MR. LEVINE: Harry -- 

JUDGE: -- across the vertebrae. 

 MR. LEVINE: Going back -- 

JUDGE: But do you want to talk about my sister? 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes, we're talking about your sister. 

JUDGE: Okay. My -- my sister, Diane, is very smart and she -- I would go through grammar 
school and barely get by, see, through. In -- in the sixth grade in Harrison Street School they were 
going to flunk me. 

MR. LEVINE: Sixth grade. 

JUDGE: Sixth grade, I had trouble getting out of sixth grade. I had to go and my father had to 
talk to Mrs. Nicholas and I had to do a report on the Roman Army, that's where I made a speech 
about SPQR and all that so I got through the sixth grade, but I'd pass through these schools, my 
sister'd be behind me, she ways always the top student, you know, best grades, and she -- my dad 
gave us music lessons so I took violin, piano. I never was very good with any of it. And she 
played the violin, you know, and you'd hear that -- I mean the piano, and the notes would just sing. 
We used to go to teachers on Alvarado Street. 
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And then she could -- he trained her -- of course, most parents in those days wanted -- were 
hoping to have a daughter like Shirley Temple or Deanna Durbin, see, so he was a very good 
dramatic coach, so he would train he where she could get up -- well, were you at the last -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes. 

JUDGE: -- thing we had. She got up and recited that poem in Yiddish. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Right. 

JUDGE: You heard that. 

MR. CORINBLIT: I want to get to that point, absolutely. 

JUDGE: Yeah. She got -- I mean, she would get up in front of an audience at the 
Workman's Circle hall on St. Louis for an hour, this little kid and recite these poems, and the 
people, tears would come down their eyes, you know. Touch competition. And she was with me in 
law school for a year at Bolt, you know, they sit you alphabetically, and every time, you know, 
Barbara Armstrong and ask a question, Diane would have her hand up, she'd have the answer, 
you know. 

MR. CORINBLIT: She was just there for a year with you? 

JUDGE: For a year, and then I -- I -- my father didn't want her to be up there by her by her -- 
you know, alone and so he wanted her home so she came up so she went and finished at SC. But 
she made -- she made -- she was a phi beta kappa her junior year at UCLA which, you know, is 
pretty extraordinary. Today they give all those things away. In those days they were very hard to 
come by. 

MR. LEVINE: Were there particular teachers going back to growing up in Boyle Heights that -- 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. We had good teachers. We had good -- the one teacher I had in 
grammar school -- see, I went to three grammar schools but at Sheridan School, Mr. Carter, was 
he name, very nice man, he was a math teacher, and -- and -- and he encouraged me, I was good 
at math, I was always way, way ahead in my homework, and I can still see him walking down City 
View Avenue coming to my house to tell my father what a good student I was. 

MR. CORINBLIT: In -- in math. 

JUDGE: In math. 

MR. CORINBLIT: That was your -- that was your strong -- a strong point. 

JUDGE: Well, I liked him so I worked hard but it was a great honor to have a teacher come 
into the home, see. 
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MR. LEVINE: Sure. MR. CORINBLIT: Sure. 

JUDGE: Because teachers were highly regarded. And then in high school we had a teacher 
named Mrs. Samuelson and Caroline I think was her first name. She'd been at Roosevelt High 
School for many, many years, and I was fortunate -- I didn't know it at the time, but I was fortunate 
to have her sort of take me under her wing which she would do with a few students at a time. So 
she got me -- see, my first year in high school -- my -- my grades were bad, you know, and they 
were not too good in junior high school, but I knew I wasn't stupid, but I just couldn't get these 
good grades because the girls were so smart, you know. They were getting -- I mean, I'd just see 
them all the time, Geneva, Helen, and all the -- Sarah and all the rest of them, and so I made up 
my mind in the eleventh grade that I just had to do better. So from the eleventh grade on, I got 
really the equivalent of all A's in junior high school. And the guy who -- who kind of helped a little 
was -- you remember Mosimori Kogima? 

MR. CORINBLIT: Sure. 

JUDGE: So he was one of Bradley's deputy mayors, and lived down on Rowen Avenue so 
I'd walk to junior high school, I'd go by his house and went to high school. So he got me into the 
Key Club, and then he -- he was one of Mrs. Samuelson's favorites. 

It's almost like Stanford, you know, you got to Stanford or University of Chicago, so he got me in 
the Key Club and then she got me in her public speaking class and she trained me. I used to stay 
after school, I would write speeches, and -- and I would go and I was there yesterday thinking 
about it because I was at Arco Towers, you look right down at the Los Angeles County Main 
Library. I used to go there and on Saturday and I'd read all these -- they have a publication that 
publishers the great speeches of the month. I'd sit there a read Churchill speeches. 

I was thinking about that. 

So she would train me in speaking and extemporaneous speaking, so I won the contest in the high 
school and then I went, you know, to other things, but she had a big influence with speaking, 
vocabulary and how you stand and how you gesture, and so she -- she was a very rare important 
teacher. 

MR. CORINBLIT: So you -- you -- you grew up in a family where -- where women -- where 
girls were encouraged and -- 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: -- expected to do things as equal to or superior to the men. 

JUDGE: Well, I think so. In a way my father was old-fashioned and he was very chauvinistic, 
and, you know, he was the ruler of the house and -- 

MR. LEVINE: Harry, you haven't talked at all about your mother. 
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JUDGE: My mother, I know, I know, I know. But my mother was there, you know, she was 
a very steady, warm, loving influence but he was the dominant person. I don't think there's any 
question about that. All -- my mother wanted me to -- to eat well, not to get wet when it rained, to 
get eight hours' sleep, drink my orange juice, to have my cod liver oil, and she never put any 
pressure on us, and, you know, I gave my mother a lot of grief because I stopped eating meat 
when I was, I don't know, 11 years old, and she thought it was important that I eat meat, and so 
she would always cook these special dishes. This went on until I was about 18 years old. But there 
was a big vegetarian movement in East L.A. We had Ginsberg Vegetarian Cafeteria, you know, we 
had vegetarian cafeterias downtown, and the vegetarians like Ginsberg, he was a big strong guy, 
so -- and -- and we had people there who would make their living by selling cashew nuts, unsalted. 
During the Depression, Mr. Fishman who was a strict vegetarian, he would walk from City Terrace 
all the way downtown and buy ten loaves of soybean bread, see, and then he would walk back 
backwards to strength the back of his legs, see. Then he'd stop and my mother'd buy -- he'd have 
customers, see. He'd sell ten loaves, he'd probably make a dollar and that kept him going but he 
wore no leather belt or leather shoes, nothing leather. He was a strict vegetarian. That was the 
kind of the way the neighborhood was. 

MR. LEVINE: Did you -- you still have friendship with a lot of those people, don't you, that you 
grew up with? 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. 

MR. LEVINE: Dennis Loona's father. 

JUDGE: Dennis Loona's father and I went to junior high school and high school together, 
yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Was there a steady stream of immigrants coming into that community? Do 
you remember? 

JUDGE: You know, there must have been but I really wasn't that aware of it, and you know, 
since my father came here in 1904, my mother 1910, I sort of regarded people that came here in 
the '20's as sort of late-comers. So there had to be but immigrant cut off about 1925 in this 
country. 

MR. LEVINE: For Jews. 

JUDGE: For Jews, yeah. I don't remember too many other immigrants coming in. 

MR. CORINBLIT: None of the immigrants who were escaping from Hitler in the mid '30's came 
-- probably didn't come this far west if they ever got to the United States. 

JUDGE: You know, I -- the only ones that I really think I met were at UCLA like Will Stern 
and a few others. But I don't remember any of them in -- in East Los Angeles so -- but I'm sure 
they were there. 
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MR. CORINBLIT: Did -- did you have any experience at all either -- I'm sure not directly, but 
any of your friends or associates with the criminal law while you were growing up, that is, where 
kids would get into trouble and you'd have some – some knowledge of what was -- what was going 
on? 

JUDGE: Not really, not really. I think twice -- once on Britannia Street which was a dirt road 
leading to a field where a German man had a farm some police stopped us from Hollenbach, and I 
don't know what it was about, maybe we're playing in the streets or -- but there was, you know, no 
confrontation or anything like that. 

I know, one time we were driving into the flats which is between Boyle Avenue and the river. It's 
now where Aliso Gardens, you know, that was a neighborhood that was primarily Russian. 
Molicans lived there, and it was a touch neighborhood, but I knew a lot of people there that went to 
high school and I knew a lot of Russian kids, but we were driving down Fourth Street in an old 
Model A convertible, it's probably about 1936, and the police stopped us but nothing happened. I 
don't ever remember any -- I don't remember really anybody ever having any trouble with the 
police. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Policemen were either -- you didn't see them or pay much attention or they 
were regarded as friendly or -- 

JUDGE: No, I -- you know, I mean they sort of watched you. 

I don't know they were friendly. One time I got bitten by a big lizard that I caught and my mother 
took me to Hollenbach police station, they cauterized it. Which finger is it? I think it's this one, right 
finger, but I -- you know, we never had any problem with the police or any law enforcement. I -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Were you aware up through the end of high school of what the political 
situation was in Los Angeles or in the State of California as distinguished from Roosevelt, of 
course, who was the predominant, preeminent political figure? 

JUDGE: Well, I -- you know, I remember in Los Angeles when, see, my father when he 
carried mail was the postman to 

Chief Parker. That's the first Parker, and that's the one you see in the Chinatown movie, and one 
time one of my bailiffs who was deputy sheriff said he was in Parker's yard and they dug up a 
bunch of money that was buried there. But I mean I remember the Shah regime and I remember 
Bowerin coming in to clean up the city, I remember that election very well. 

MR. LEVINE: Did you -- when did you first get involved in the political campaign, do you 
remember? Not -- not -- 

JUDGE: Just with McHenry. But my dad did through the Workman's Circle. Of course, you 
know, he was under the (?)hat check and all that but he did introduce like Chet Hollifield. Do you 
remember Hollifield? 
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MR. CORINBLIT: Yes.  

MR. LEVINE: Yes. 

JUDGE: So I knew Hollifield and he had a men's clothing store on Whittier and Atlantic and 
his daughter went to UCLA but the first time I really -- you know, we -- we were aware of what was 
going on, we were aware of what was going on in Spain with the Spanish Civil War and the 
atrocities that were committed there. We had a guy, his name Moishe down the street that was in 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, you know, so he was like a folk hero when he came back, and -- 
but, I mean, I was certainly aware of like when Upton Sinclair ran for governor, you know, and 
poverty in California. There were a lot of lively campaigns. 

MR. CORINBLIT: How about -- how about the labor unions? 

When did you first -- 

JUDGE: Oh, I've always been aware of the labor unions, always been aware of labor unions. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Your dad, of course, he was civil service so -- 

JUDGE: He was civil service but he joined the -- he joined the -- the postal employees union 
when it was formed.  They have a union, they don't go out on strike, but, no, I was always -- 
because of the Workman's Circle and the Debs Pavilion, you now, we used to go -- see, I always 
went to summer camps. The Workman's Circle had a summer camp in La Brea Canyon.  It's 
called -- near Lavita Hot Springs. And, you know, you could send a child there for like three bucks 
a week. 

You could rent a nice apartment on Westminster Street in Venice for $15 a month, so we used to 
go there sometime in the summer, my mother would rent a place. You could rent a house in Boyle 
Heights for $15 a month so -- but a lot of people didn't have the $15 a month. 

MR. CORINBLIT: I've heard that during that early period that actually Los Angeles was -- itself 
was anti –  

JUDGE: Was anti-union. 

MR. CORINBLIT: -- union. 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah, yeah. 

MR. LEVINE: Well, the Times -- 

JUDGE: The Times, I knew about the Times, I knew about the McNamara Brothers, I knew 
about Darrow and -- and strike-breaking and -- you just learned about this growing up. My father 
used to talk about it. They'd talk about it at this camp, and, you know, workers. I remember I 
was at this camp and they -- they had a couple of dishwashers. It was predominantly a Jewish 
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camp. You know, the work circle, F.E. Barram was there, you know. 

MR. LEVINE: Yeah. 

JUDGE: You know, the fry-em from Mizriha, he was there. So  I went to the -- and I used 
to see these guys, they were, you know, the dishwashers, but they would have to -- they'd sit 
outside and eat on the porch, see, and so I went to -- to the director, I -- he never like me, but I 
said -- I said to him, "You know, this is wrong. I mean, they're workers and we're all equal. Now, 
why do they have to sit back there by the garbage pails. Why can't they come in and eat with us?" 
You know. Oh, God, you know, he -- he didn't like that at all. He had a talk with my father, and my 
father said I was right, see, and so I was always causing trouble over there. But that's -- the way 
they used to -- but there's where I meant F.E. Barram. 

MR. CORINBLIT: I -- I remember hearing your sister recite this wonderful poem in Yiddish. 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: In which she described two marches, one by the Communists and one by 
the Socialists. 

JUDGE: Socialists, yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: On parallel -- on parallel streets.  

JUDGE: Yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: So -- because they couldn't possibly march on the same street because -- 

JUDGE: They hated each other. 

MR. CORINBLIT: -- they hated each other, yeah. 

Was -- was there -- was there that degree of activity of Socialists and Communists and the Left 
Wingers and so forth -- 

JUDGE: Well -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: -- in that area during that -- your growing up? 

JUDGE: There may have been some but I really was not – you know, was not involved in it 
to the extent -- you see, the Arbiter Ring is a Socialist organization. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes. 

JUDGE: So, you know, my father was sort of anti-Communist. He didn't like the 
Communists. I never did understand why but he -- he never liked them, and maybe it's because 
he hated Russia, you know, as my mother, it's just -- one time my sister had the Russian Council 
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General in the house and my mother was staying there and she was getting -- she wanted to go 
down and fight with the guy, you know. So they had to keep her upstairs. 

But, you know, they had -- and like in Boyle Heights like on Stone Street on one corner was like a 
Communist school, and then across the street was where the Zionists were, and then around the 
corner on Evergreen was where the Arbiter Ring was, so I never really mixed with -- I used to go 
over at the -- at the Zionist place on Saturday -- Friday night because they used to have like these 
dances and they had -- 

MR. LEVINE: On Friday night? 

JUDGE: I think it was Friday night. Maybe it was Saturday night. I don't know, I don't know, 
but nobody really celebrated Friday night. I mean Brooklyn Avenue shut down on Friday and 
Saturday but they -- they -- they had prettier girls over there. 

But I never went into the Stone Street place, I looked in one in a while. So there was probably 
these things that were going on, and there were probably -- oh, I know, there was one family 
across the street, they were in the fish business, they used to peddle fish. They said -- you know, 
their father was a Communist, but, you know, I didn't -- nobody really paid that much attention so 
there wasn't that real -- maybe these clashes took place in New York but I don't think they took 
place in Los Angeles. If they did, I -- you know, I was unaware of them. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Your -- your world up and through the time you went -- you finished high 
school was pretty well confined to the area that you'd lived in? 

JUDGE: Yeah, East L.A. 

MR. CORINBLIT: East -- East L.A.  

JUDGE: Yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Did you do any -- did you or your family do any traveling even throughout 
the state or other parts of the country -- 

JUDGE: No, no. 

MR. CORINBLIT: -- prior to that time? 

JUDGE: No. The only travel that we'd ever do is we'd go some Sundays to the 
Workman's Circle Camp, you know, travel down through Whittier Boulevard and the orange groves 
and the chicken ranches and -- and they'd have a big picnic over there. 

You know the Gampol family? 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes. 
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JUDGE: You know, they were there all the time. How do you know them? 

MR. CORINBLIT: The name Richard Gampol came in -- came up in some litigation that I had. 

JUDGE: Oh, did he? 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes. I -- I've forgotten -- 

JUDGE: Oh, he's the -- he's the guy that runs the -- Babe you mean? 

MR. CORINBLIT: I don't remember which one? 

JUDGE: Yeah, Babe. 

MR. CORINBLIT: The name strikes me -- strikes me. 

JUDGE: Yeah. Well, I'm not crazy about that one. But anyway, and you can send him a 
copy of the transcript but -- so they were there, Kenny was a wonderful man, I remember him as a 
kid, his family was there. So you had -- you had quite a large group of people that would meet 
there and -- and socialize. 

They'd -- they'd cook Lotkas, and they'd play cards and then they'd have these dramatic 
presentations at the Pavilion and the camp was there. It was really a very nice community. And 
education was stressed. I remember my father -- I had to get up and recite "If" by Kipling, you 
know, with all the gestures in front of the fireplace. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Your father did?  

JUDGE: No. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, you -- oh, you did. 

JUDGE: He never did. He used to make me do it. So and I'd have to used to go out and 
play the violin when they'd come over. 

See, people would come over to the house on Saturday night so there'd be like a penny poker 
game or they'd drink team so the kids -- 

MR. LEVINE: Out of a glass. 

JUDGE: Out of a glass, you know. Put the -- the sugar between their teeth and sip, so the 
kids like my sister, she's play the piano and they'd always call on me and the only thing I could 
play fairly well was Barker Roll, and I just like that song, so that was my -- the only -- the only piece 
in my repertoire. 

But that -- but -- we'd travel there and then we would go very often to the beach. You go down 
Washington Boulevard, my father used to call that Malhamuviz Boulevard. You know what that is? 
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MR. CORINBLIT: That's the devil's boulevard. 

JUDGE: Yeah, because that's where all the mortuaries were.  

MR. CORINBLIT: I see. 

JUDGE: So we never went down Pico because we had a head-on collision and I still got a 
scar right here in front of the MGM studio, I think it was Pico, one of the -- no, Olympic. 

MR. LEVINE: No, that -- 

JUDGE: Olympic. What was that? Was it Pico? Pico or Olympic, one or the other. One 
street we wouldn't go down, and   so you'd go to the beach, we'd go to primarily to Ocean Park, 
and, you know, they had a lot of rides out on the pier. The L.A. Civil Orchestra they think they 
called it, I don't know, called it Philharmonic Play, and an outdoor stage and there were carnivals 
and thousands of people on the beach and biplanes that would come by and people would stand 
on the wings. You know, you had all these stunt flyers and -- and skywriting. It was a very exciting 
place to go to. So the whole city -- see, I didn't know the terrain but it was like a corridor to the 
beach but no one knew what was on either side. Like going down the freeway in some places so 
that was -- but I never left Los Angeles County until I was like 18 years old. 

MR. CORINBLIT: What -- what led you to decide to go to UCLA? 

JUDGE: What led me to decide to go to UCLA? Well –  

MR. CORINBLIT: Just a logical place to apply to? 

JUDGE: Well -- 

MR. LEVINE: The scholarships were not the fact? 

JUDGE: No, no, I didn't have any scholarships. No. I went -- 

MR. LEVINE: Well, it was cheap. 

JUDGE: It was cheap. I went to UCLA but it -- it wasn't cheap, you see. It cost $25 and that 
was a lot of my friends, out of my high school, maybe there were 500 boys graduating. As far as I 
know from my group I was the only boy that went to a university. A lot of them went to city college 
because it was free and a lot of them went to work. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Well, how did that happen? How did you -- how did it happen that you 
went there? You're one out of 500. Was it your father's influence or something -- 

JUDGE: Well, I'm sure it had to be. But, you know –  

MR. CORINBLIT: He was already -- he was already –  
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MR. LEVINE: Well, he had been a predecessor. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Alumni. 

JUDGE: He'd been a predecessor, and then -- and then I used to go sell newspapers and 
cokes at the Coliseum, so I -- I 

always -- was always a UCLA fan so I never thought about going to USC. I used to stand in front 
of Tommy Trojan trying to sell papers to those USC papers, they'd like -- business was bad, they 
wouldn't buy anything from me. So I -- I never thought about going to any school other than UCLA. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Was -- was it -- was there at that time a big monetary difference between going 
to U -- USC and going to UCLA even then? 

JUDGE: Sure, because, see, there it was free. UCLA was $25, see. 

MR. CORINBLIT: It was. 

MR. LEVINE: Oh, SC was free. 

JUDGE: No, SC was not free. SC was probably about $400 or $500. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Right. You're talking about the junior college was free. 

JUDGE: Yeah, the junior college, yeah, the junior college was free. SC was -- just the rich 
kids went there. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Right.  

JUDGE: Yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: And -- and you -- so you started in UCLA in nineteen -- 

JUDGE: 1941. 

MR. CORINBLIT: 1941.  

JUDGE: And -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Did you remember knowing that the war had started in -- in Europe in -- 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah, sure. 

MR. CORINBLIT: That was an important -- 

JUDGE: Yeah, because I was the -- see, I was about 15 and I was a dishwasher at the 
Jewish Big Brothers Camp, and -- well, that's probably a lot of it, too. Many of the counselors like 
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Mickey Roon, you know Mickey? 

MR. CORINBLIT: Sure. 

JUDGE: He was there, see. And Ben Starr was there and -- and Joel Cane was there and -- 
and a guy named Levy was there, Irv Grody was there. They were all -- and Stan Kelly was 
there  who was Stanley Shinbaum's first cousin. So that's how it probably happened. So 
everyone I knew growing up who was four or five years old than I was and was in college was in 
UCLA. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, the camp was already in Westwood at that time, right? 

JUDGE: Oh, yeah, yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: How did you commute? 

JUDGE: Well, here's the way I'd get there. A guy named Tarr -- is the name Tarr? Yeah, I 
think it was Tarr -- would pick me up in a Model A Ford, I've give him a quarter. Then he'd pick 
up Mosimori Kogima, and we'd all drive down Brooklyn Avenue and down Temple Street to 
Beverly and Beverly down to Santa Monica, Santa Monica and that's how we'd go. So I did that for 
one semester. See, in those days, somebody could pick you up in East L.A. at ten after 7:00 and 
you could make an eight o'clock class at UCLA. Yeah. And then he'd pick me up and take me 
home and I studied, but after that I got -- oh, after that, I had the summer so I worked at the Jewish 
Big Brothers. Yeah, I worked there and I saved some money, and then I lived at the coop. You 
could live at Robeson Hall for $22 a month. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Where was Robeson Hall located? 

JUDGE:  It's still there. It's called the Glass House. It's right above fraternity row. Wait a 
minute. Yeah. Oh. Then -- I know. No, no, I'm -- I'm wrong. 

The -- at the Jewish Big Brothers Camp I met a fellow named Marvin Katzman who was the yell 
leader, head yell leader at UCLA, and he died at the Coconut Grove fire. Remember that? 

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, yes. 

JUDGE: So he got me a job as a dishwasher since I was a good dishwasher at the Jewish 
Big Brothers Camp at the pi lambda phi house which is now -- it burned down so it's had a habad 
house, same place. So the -- I lived up -- up in the -- in the sort of garret up there. It was a notice 
room, and that's when I met Bill Ackerman. You know Ackerman? 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes. 

JUDGE: He came -- because Ackerman was very close to Katzman. Ackerman was a 
graduate manager so Ackerman -- Katzman brought him up to meet me, so I worked there -- and 
Triester was there, he was in that fraternity, and -- at the time. 
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MR. CORINBLIT: You weren't in the fraternity, you were just working there. 

JUDGE: I was a worker, yeah. When I see them now, they think I was a member, you know. 

MR. LEVINE: What -- what kinds of courses did you take at UCLA? 

JUDGE: You know, I was -- when I went to UCLA I was very disciplined, see. I would -- on 
Sunday I would make out a schedule so I knew what I was -- where I was going to be every hour 
of that week and what hours I had set aside for French, what hours I had set aside for political 
science, what hours I had set aside for geology, and I was really very disciplined for the first year. 

MR. CORINBLIT: The first year. 

JUDGE: First year, yeah. That's before you went into the B12. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yeah, before I went in the B12, yeah, so that's what I -- and then after -- 

MR. LEVINE: Were you -- did you have in mind that this advice from it was it Shar about what you 
should study undergraduate? Was that -- what -- did you take course that might help you in being a 
lawyer? 

JUDGE: Well, you know, I was -- like I think I got it from Keller, Sheinbaum's cousin, Stanley. He's 
still around, I think he's with Pritikin. He went to Stanford Law School but he quit, he was with -- 
what was that big firm Livingston, Kaplan -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Kaplan, Livingston. 

JUDGE: Yeah, he worked for them. So, he said, you know, "You should be a poly sci major," 
so, you know, okay. So I -- that's --so the first course I took was Dean McHenry's poly sci 3A. 

MR. LEVINE: Oh, that's where you met McHenry. 

JUDGE: That's where I met him, and then I -- you know, when I got to that school, most of 
the kids were from places I never heard of like Uni High, Hamilton High, and they had -- they were 
fairly well dressed, they had saddle shoes and nice knit sweaters, and so the first exam that I had 
in McHenry's course I worried about and I got an A, first exam, you know, and I knew I'm going to 
make it here, you know. You have to always test yourself. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Sure. 

JUDGE: So that's -- but I lived -- then I -- I -- I didn't like the fraternity there. It was too much 
noise, and you know, good times, and -- but I enjoyed being with Triester. Triester was -- Triester 
has never changed. He was very studious, very precise, quiet guy, and then I -- then I went to 
the coop, and then I think from the coop then I got a job working in a sorority house as a 
dishwasher on -- it's the corner of Hillgard and LeConte, it's destroyed, there's a new -- we lived in 
the basement, we didn't have access, you know, to the upstairs, and we had an outside entrance.



 
All materials herein copyrighted and may not be used in whole or in part without the express permission of the NJCHS, copyright 
holder.  

 So that's the way I kicked around there. 

MR. CORINBLIT: What -- what was it that –  

JUDGE: Till the Navy thing started. 

MR. CORINBLIT: What -- what is it do you suppose that caused you to be so organized in 
your first year? I mean, that's a -- that's unique to have -- 

JUDGE: Yeah. 

MR. CORINBLIT: -- a student plan out a whole week's time. 

Was there something that happened in high school or teachers that -- those last two years or 
someone? 

JUDGE: Well, you know, that's a good question. I really hadn't thought about it but I suppose 
somewhere in me there was always the -- that need for discipline, huh? And I used to be 
impressed when I read stories about Spartans, you know, how they --how you had to be tough and 
disciplined and be able to withstand cold and hardship. It's funny how it affects a kid. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Sure. 

JUDGE: And I can even remember sitting outside once when it was cold just to see how 
much I could stand. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Were you athletic particularly?  

JUDGE: Well -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Either intermurally? 

JUDGE: Well, we used to play on the street but -- but in high school -- see, the -- there's a 
funny thing happened. 

Everybody has this in his life, I suppose, but when I was -- when I first went to -- to high school, I 
wanted to be a gymnast and a rope climber and a shot-putter. I wasn't really that -- when I 
was in junior high school I was a fast runner but then my legs stopped running and -- but I went to 
this doctor at Ross-Loos and he told me, he said, "You know, you have a heart murmur, you'd 
better take it easy. You can't run around, you're not going to live too long." I mean, he just 
scared the B Jesus out of me,   and at that time in Boyle Heights in City Terrace, there was a very 
strong need or a movement to be strong physically, bodybuilding. See, my father was always a 
very strong man. He worked out almost every day at the YMCA. He'd go from the post 
office, the YMCA, he was a really good swimmer and a -- and a -- and a -- and a good athlete. He 
worked out every day.  I'm meeting people now from the Westside Center, or, you know, old 
lawyers that are maybe in the 70's, their 80's that tell me how they used to sit there with my dad in 
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-- in the schvitz over there, so -- and my -- my nextdoor neighbor was Joe Gold from Gold's Gym. 
We had tremendous athletes over there. Let me tell you. And so -- and I used to work out in his 
garage. So this really frightened me. 

So I think, you know, that was part -- that came about at that time where I said, "You know, I'm 
going -- if I'm going to live and make a living, I'm going to have to do it with my brain," see? I 
think maybe that's when I started studying. So -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Who were your friends in that first year at -- do you remember? 

JUDGE: UCLA? 

MR. CORINBLIT: At UCLA. 

JUDGE: Well, I'll tell you the end of the story.  

MR. CORINBLIT: Okay. I'm sorry. 

JUDGE: I used to have these -- these little chest pains, see. And then the war came, I 
thought I'm going to be a 4F, and then somehow I got invited to get in this naval program which 
was not easy to get into, and I remember standing there in the men's gym in UCLA and this old Dr. 
Phelps, you know, had the stethoscope and I said, "How's my heart, Doc?" He said, "Good as 
gold, son; good as gold." I never had any pain after that, and I went through the war and all of it. 
When I got out, I got -- you know, I got $100,000 life insurance policy, they gave me an exam and 
my brother-in-law had heart surgery in Cleveland Clinic. 

They have great heart surgeons in Cleveland. So I got a physical and they examined me and said, 
"Your heart is perfect," you know. 

So I told them about Dr. Westfall at Ross-Loos. He said, "Oh, yeah," you know, he says, "There's 
a little problem with, you know, a little seepage from a valve," he said, "but, you know, it's very 
common," he said, "I wasn't even going to say anything to you about it." So that's what he heard, 
scared the hell out of me. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Scared the -- didn't put it in context. 

JUDGE: I don't think he knew any better. It was almost like -- like, "You'd better take it easy, 
you can't run around, you got to give up sports," and even now when I think about it it sort of 
annoys me, but that's the way doctors did. They just scare the hell out of kids. 

So that's probably why I got into this discipline thing. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Okay.  

MR. LEVINE: Jack -- 
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JUDGE: We're just rambling. 

MR. LEVINE: -- it seems to me -- 

You can tell us about your political campaign, you won that -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Well, but talk -- talk about UCLA. 

JUDGE: Talk about UCLA and what happened was as I said, I got in the naval training 
program. I think I was -- I got in there in my freshman year. 

MR. CORINBLIT: '41, '42? 

JUDGE: '41. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Forty -- 

JUDGE: September of '41, before the war. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Okay. 

JUDGE: Four was to think about but I -- you know, you asked me about World War II. I 
remember walking out of the Alexandria 

Theater in Glendale and seeing the headlights, you know, "Hitler invades Poland," so I was always 
aware. And my father was always up on current events. I mean, it was just -- we'd always read -- 
you know have to read the Sunday papers. There was a -- a political commentator in the Sunday 
Times called Poly Zoides who was a -- 

MR. CORINBLIT: Yes. 

JUDGE: -- USC professor. Do you remember?  

MR. CORINBLIT: I remember that. 

JUDGE: I used to have read his editorial, his -- his -- his op ads, look up the words that I, you 
know, I didn't know, but, anyway, so going back to UCLA, I did run for Student Body president, but 
what happened was at the end of the first year that I was there, I was walking across the -- the 
football field or the athletic field, I met a guy who was from Uni High who was the sophomore class 
president, and he invited me to come to a meeting, they were going to organize what they called 
the soph- fresh brawl, you know, and they'd have mud wrestling, and all that, so I -- I really didn't 
know too many people at school, didn't have much of a social life between studying and washing 
dishes, so I went to it and, you know, next thing I know I was the chairman of the fresh-soph brawl 
probably because nobody else wanted to do it, and so what I did was instead of carrying on those 
hijinks, we developed a contest between the freshmen and the sophomores to see who could aid 
the war effort the most by -- by who could pick the most tomatoes in the San Fernando Valley, and 
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I'm sure that's the first time I ran into Sam's U Drive because we got into these trucks, went 
through the old tunnel on Sepulveda, came out here where the fields were off of Burbank and had 
this contest to pick tomatoes -- had this contest to pick tomatoes, and so that's how I got started, 
and -- and, you know, it was very successful and that's where I met Frieda Rappaport, do you 
know Frieda Rappaport from Frieda's Foods. You know, if -- 

MR. LEVINE: Oh. 

JUDGE: -- you go in the market -- 

MR. LEVINE: Oh, that Frieda's Kaplan. 

JUDGE: Frieda Kaplan. Well, I knew her as Rappaport, so she helped me organize this. 

MR. LEVINE: Her husband is a tough, mean union guy.  

JUDGE: Oh, really? Was he a mean -- 

MR. LEVINE: Who then became a tough, mean management –  

JUDGE: Management guy. So -- then from there they – Billy Farrer, you remember Billy 
Farrer? 

MR. CORINBLIT: No. 

JUDGE: He was a lawyer. Farrer, Hill & Burrell?  

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, F-a-i-r-e or F-a-i-r? 

JUDGE: F-a-r-r-e-r. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, Farrer, Farrer, Hill, Farrer & Burrell.  

JUDGE: Hill, Farrer & Burrell. 

MR. CORINBLIT: Certainly. 

JUDGE: Yeah, that -- he was there. So then -- oh, then they had men's week, so they asked 
me to organize that which I did, and we had a big program, and that's when I got Tony Carsole, 
you know Carsole? 

MR. LEVINE: Tony? 

JUDGE: You know Carsole? 

MR. LEVINE: He -- he helped run your campaign. 
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JUDGE: He's a crazy lawyer, you know, but a wonderful guy, I love him. 

MR. LEVINE: He's devoted to you. 

JUDGE: He helped -- he helped run my campaign. He was a wild man. I made him the 
campus wolf, and I got him one of these Walt Disney wolf heads and he ran around up and down 
Jan's stairs, we camped out between the men's and women's gym, so that was a pretty successful 
thing. 

Then I got into putting on -- this is all at the age of 17. I got on -- I was like a impresario called All 
You Sing, so I'd have Royce Hall and I'd put on a program every two weeks, and I'd go down to 
the Biltmore Bowl, I'd get Freddy Slack to come by or Dorsey, whoever was in town, and so we put 
on some really good shows, and we had one skit there that the football players put on. My friend 
Mike who was with me in the war and Al Sparless. You know Al Sparless? They used -- they sang 
the song "It must be Jam Cause Jelly Don't Shake that Way." 

MR. LEVINE: "Don't Shake that Way."  

MR. CORINBLIT: Oh, I know. 

JUDGE: And they had the big bellies, you know, they'd -- so then all these things happened. 
In the meantime, I was in this naval program, I was learning all about seamanship and navigation 
and all those things, and then the fraternities -- well, when I first went to UCLA from high school 
like I was Student Body president, California Scholarship Federation, a (?)phebian, you know, 
some good -- 


